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I. On the Application of Iodoform to the Treatment of Cancer of the TJterus, and Diseases of the Bladder and the Prostate. By M. Demarquay.?After describing the properties and mode of preparation of iodoform, and referring to the therapeutical use of this substance in England, M. Demarquay gives the results of his own experience of it as a local application. He has employed it in cancer of the uterus and in diseases of the bladder and prostate.
He has applied it in the form of suppository with cacao butter, which is to be placed in the rectum in the case of diseases of the bladder or prostate, or in the vagina, in contact with the diseased mass, in the case of carcinoma or epithelioma of the uterus. A plug of cotton, placed at the entrance of the vagina, will prevent the substance from running out. "When the cancer has formed a cavity, the remedy must be placed in the midst of it, in order that the diseased structure may be well exposed to its action. Patients affected with inflammation of the prostate and the neck of the bladder reported themselves as somewhat improved by this plan of treatment, but M. Demarquay does not consider the results as altogether satisfactory. In cases, however, of ulcerated cancer of the neck of the womb, the improvement has been more decided. The application of iodoform has relieved pain, without disturbing the organic functions, and the improvement has continued as long as this agent was employed. The same improvement was observed in some cases of ulcerated cancer of the rectum, but M. Demarquay observes that, in certain instances of inflamed uterine cancer, the suppositories produced so much pain that they were necessarily discontinued. The iodoform is, therefore, not applicable in all cases, but in suitable conditions it is very useful, being very superior to opium as a local sedative, the iodine it contains producing its constitutional effects, while the organic functions, and especially the digestive, are undisturbed.?Bulletin General de Therapeutique, May 15, 1867. II. A Severe Case of the Hcemorrhagic Diathesis, treated by large Doses of Wine.?A woman who generally enjoyed good health had her gums softened and ulcerated to such a degree that the teeth were denuded to their whole extent. From the mouth there flowed incessantly a thick sheet of saliva, quite red with blood, in the midst of which there oozed out from time to time several semifluid and blackish clots. The mouth was almost entirely filled with semicoagulated blood, which appeared under the form of divided streams as soon as the jaws were separated. The tongue was covered with a thick clot, and if it was wiped the blood was immediately seen to [Jan., flow from it in little drops. At intervals there was a well-marked difficulty of breathing, and some paroxysms of coughing supervened, and the patient threw up mucus reddened with blood and even mixed with blackish clots .The| body and the limbs were dotted with bluish spots, and the legs and thighs were sprinkled with spots of purpura. This condition lasted a fortnight, during which a variety of remedies had been employed in vain, and the patient was in a state of great exhaustion. Under these circumstances, M. Eaure, recollecting what he knew of the effects of intoxication in animals which had been subjected, for experimental purposes, to the action of alcohol, resolved to plunge the patient into a state of drunkenness, and to keep her in it for a prolonged period. He, therefore, ordered some old Bordeaux wine, and gave her several glasses, one after another, and directed a glass to be given every quarter of an hour. In the evening she was intoxicated, but, nevertheless, the treatment was continued all night. The next morning, the haemorrhage was entirely arrested, and it has never since appeared; and the cough, the oppression, and the sleeplessness, which had so long distressed her, all ceased. It is also worthy of remark, that from this time no more spots of ecchymosis were produced, and those which existed were absorbed in a few days.? TJEvhiement Medical, and Bulletin General de Therapeutique, March 30, 1867.
III. On the Distinctive Characters of the Bromide and Iodide of Potassium. By M. Bonnefon.?The price of the bromide of potassium being rather high, this salt is often adulterated with iodide of potassium, which is much cheaper, and hence it happens, as the therapeutical powers of each are very different, that failures in treatment are sometimes erroneously attributed to the bromide, although the want of success is really due to the faulty method of preparing it. As the bromide and iodide of potassium are isomorphous, and are both white, it is impossible to distinguish them by their appearance, and there is no easy test by which the presence of iodide of potassium in the bromide may be at once detected. The following, however, are the characters by which the two salts may be distinguished: The bromide has a salt and rather acid taste, the iodide an acid, pungent, and metallic taste. The action of air on the bromide is but slight, but on the iodide it is more marked ; for, by means of its oxygen, it displaces a portion of the iodine and communicates to the salt a slightly yellowish tinge, and causes it also to smell of iodine. The bromide is very soluble in water, but sparingly so in alcohol, the iodide is very soluble in both. With nitrate of silver the bromide of potassium gives a yellowish-white precipitate, and with a salt of lead a white one; but iodide of potassium gives with nitrate of silver a white precipitate, and with a salt of lead a yellow one. Corrosive sublimate produces no result with a solution of bromide of potassium, but it gives a red precipitate with the iodide. Bromine decomposes the iodide of potassium, but iodine produces no effect upon the bromide. In order to ascertain whether the bromide of potassium contains any iodide of potassium, a small quantity of the suspected salt should be dissolved in water to which some starch has been previously added, and then a few drops of nitric acid should be employed, when a blue colour will be produced owing to the formation of iodide of starch.?Bulletin General de TMrapeutique, Feb. 15,1867. IY. On the Therapeutic Effects of the Bromide of Potassium. By James Begbie, M.D., Edinburgh.?Dr. Begbie does not refer, in this paper, to the alterative, absorbent and deobstruent properties of the bromide of potassium, which have all been recorded, but to its efficacy in some forms of disease in which it has only recently been employed. Dr. Begbie regards the bromide as a valuable calmative and hypnotic, and has known it to procure repose in cases where opium and other narcotics have failed, or where they have succeeded only at the expense of sickness, vomiting, headache, and other unpleasant consequences. In the sleeplessness occurring during convalescence from fever, or at the termination of acute diseases, or after the performance of surgical operations, the bromide is a safe and efficacious remedy, given in doses of twenty to thirty grains in water, every night and morning, for some days or weeks. In nervous affections, arising from overtaxed brain, and characterised by headache, want of sleep, breathlessness, giddiness, &c., the bromide of potassium has been successfully employed. Dr. Begbie also confirms the opinion, now generally entertained, of the efficacy of the bromide in the treatment of epilepsy; and, although he does not consider it an infallible remedy in this disease, he believes that the paroxysms are often warded off, or their violence mitigated by its use, which should, however, be continued for a prolonged period.
In the treatment of acute mania and delirium tremens, for which opium, antimony, aconite, digitalis, and other powerful drugs have been employed, Dr. Begbie proposes to substitute the bromide, which he believes to be a safer and not less efficacious medicine, and he gives a few cases in which it has proved beneficial. In several affections of the larynx and bronchi, which are believed to be of cerebral origin, or at least are connected with some derangement of the nervous centres, such as hooping-cough, laryngismus stridulus, and spasmodic asthma, the bromide of potassium has been found by Dr. Begbie to possess powers not inferior to any of the narcotic remedies in general use. In diabetes, which has been attributed, with considerable force of argument, to derangement or irritation of the nervous centres, Dr. Begbie believes that the use of the bromide is fairly indicated, and that it may produce satisfactory results. He relates four cases, in three of which the bromide was successfully employed, and he states that Sir James Simpson has also treated a case with the same remedy and with entire success. Even in cholera, Dr. Begbie recommends a trial of the bromide, on the ground that the phenomena of this disease, in its early stages at least, point to its intimate connection with derangement of the ganglionic system of nerves. The remedy has been tried in the Leith Cholera Hospital and the Edinburgh Cholera Hospital, and although it cannot be considered as an antidote to the poison of cholera, Dr.
[Jan., Begbie states that it has certainly stripped the disease of some of its terrors, especially by allaying irritation of the nervous system, and relaxing spasm of the muscular fibres. Dr. Begbie concludes his paper by suggesting the use of the bromide as a sedative in certain stages of fever, and in exophthalmic goitre.?Edinburgh Medical Journal, December, 1866.
Y. On the Eucalyptus Globulus as a Febrifuge. By Dr. TJllersperger, of Munich.?The Eucalyptus globulus is a tree of considerable size growing in New Holland, belonging to the order of Myrtaceae, and having a hard wood which is used in ship-building. It is stated that, in Barcelona and the neighbourhood, an infusion of the leaves, used like tea, has been given with the greatest success in fevers. Several intermittents were also cured, among which was a double tertian, and another case in which quinine had been given without effect. The favourable results were manifested after the first dose; and ?while quinine, given in the increase of the fever, only aggravated the symptoms, the eucalyptus on the other hand, taken under the same circumstances, did not aggravate, but diminished its violence. According to Salarich, who describes the tree in the ' Espanna Medica,' the eucalyptus grows in temperate as well as in hot climates, but not in cold ones. Besides its use in intermittent fevers, Salarich recommends it as the best anodyne in nervous headache and in other pains of the head, which are not exactly of a periodical type.?Schmidt's Jahrbucher der Gesammten Medicin, December 10, 1866. VI. On the Use of Permanganate of Potash in the Treatment of Carbuncle. By Dr. T. L. Leavitt.?As the local use of permanganate of potash was found very beneficial, during the last year of the American war, in the treatment of sloughing ulcers, phlegmonous erysipelas, and hospital gangrene, Dr. Leavitt conceived that its peculiar remedial properties would prove equally successful in carbuncle, arising, as it does, from a depressed vitality and a morbid condition of the blood. He gives the history of three cases in which the permanganate was successfully employed, and it would appear that this remedy succeeded when other means had failed. In one of the cases, after a crucial incision had beeu made into the carbuncle without any relief, the application of a strong solution of the permanganate (3 gr. to ^j) was followed by rapid relief of the symptoms? true pus took the place of the previous sanious discharges, the pain subsided, and the fever disappeared; and after continuing this application for a few days longer the slough separated and the wound healed. In another of the cases the local application of the permanganate was almost the sole measure resorted to, as only a slight incision was made into the tumour, and the carbuncle disappeared entirely in three days, although on a previous occasion the patient had suffered from a series of carbuncles which lasted a whole winter.
Dr. Leavitt has found the permanganate equally beneficial in the treatment of chronic ulcers, and he relates a case, of many years' duration, which yielded to the remedial powers of this preparation. ?American Journal of Medical Science, January, 1867. 1868.] Report on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 251 VII. Successful Treatment of a Case of Traumatic Tetanus by the direct application of Infusion of Tobacco. By J. B. Junor, of Peebles. ?The ease was that of a girl nine years old, whose leg had been severely injured by a large cope-stone falling on it, and causing a lacerated and contused wound of the calf of the leg, extending from immediately below the knee to beyond the ankle, and laying bare the posterior tibial artery in the whole of its length. During the progress of the case symptoms of tetanus became manifest, and soon became perfectly developed, the rigidity extending over the whole of the body, and the paroxysms becoming very frequent and severe. Chlorodyne was given internally, and a belladonna lotion was applied to the wound; but these measures produced only a temporary alleviation of the symptoms, and on the sixth day after the appearance of tetanus Mr. Junor applied to the wound stupes of an infusion of Cavendish tobacco, half an ounce to a pint of water. Within two or three hours after the application of the tobacco there was a great improvement, all the rigid muscles became to a considerable extent relaxed, the mouth could be opened about half an inch, the paroxysms were less severe and frequent, and a good deal of sleep was obtained.
On leaving off the tobacco lotions the paroxysms returned, but on reapplying them relief again ensued, and the same result was observed on a subsequent occasion Avhen the use of the tobacco was suspended. At last, about two months after the commencement of the treatment, the wound healed, the tetanic symptoms entirely ceased, and the patient recovered.?Edinburgh Medical Journal, February, 1867.
VIII. On the Use of Bromide of Potassium in Acute and Chronic Affections of the Testis. By Dr. Bedford Brown, of "Washington.?
Bromine possesses remarkable sedative powers over the nervous system without inducing the serious effects resulting from more powerful narcotics, and therefore it is specially adapted to the treatment of the diseases of organs having such varied and extensive nervous communications as the testis. Dr. Brown states that an experience of nearly ten years convinces him that it has a very decided specific effect in diseases of the entire genito-urinary system. In affections of the testis, and of the generative organs generally, there is a remarkable association of sympathy, not only between themselves and their varied relationships, but with the entire spinal cord and brain, and the prompt action of bromine on these two great nervous centres accounts in some measure for its sedative influence when used in disease of the generative organs. In urethral strictures attended with undue irritation of the bladder and its neck and enlargement of the prostate gland, bromine is a valuable remedy, and in consequence of its success in these affections Dr. Brown determined to test its powers in organic diseases of the testis. It was employed in the three principal forms of serious disease of this organ?namely, acute inflammation, chronic enlargement, and scirrhous hardness.
He gives the particulars of three cases as illustrative of the efficacy of the bromide of potassium in the three conditions alluded to the first case (which is the most remarkable) Pleurisy sometimes supervened, and also neuralgia, which latter attacked most commonly the face, but occasionally the trunk and the pelvis : and pneumonia and rheumatism were also among the sequelae. Two characters appear to Dr. Marrotte to belong to the epidemic he describes, namely, the distinctness of the paroxysms, and the inflammatory excitement of 1868.] Report on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 253 the mucous membrane. At the commencement of the epidemic, Dr.
Marrotte found mild remedies sufficient for the treatment, such as rest in bed and warm drinks, to which he added, according to circumstances, some acetate of ammonia or Dover's powder, and even pleurisy yielded to the same treatment. But when neuralgia supervened, he employed sulphate of quinia, in large doses, namely, from one gramme (about fifteen grains) to a gramme and a half, as recommended by Trousseau. But when the cases were accompanied by feverish symptoms of an acute character, the quinia often failed, and Dr. Marrotte was induced to try the effect of hydrochlorate of ammonia, in consequence of having witnessed its efficacy in marsh fevers. When the cases were slight the paroxysms of fever, and especially the neuralgic attacks, were arrested 011 the first or second day, though in more severe cases, two, three, or four days were required for the cure, but the improvement was considerable on the first, and especially on the second day. The doses of the salt, which were necessary to cut short the paroxysms, varied from two to four and five grammes a day. It was administered in quantities of half a gramme to a gramme, at intervals of three to four hours, in such a manner that the last portion should be taken two or three hours before the anticipated approach of the paroxysm. Dr. Marrotte considers that the facts collected by him prove that, in the present constitutional epidemic, the hydrochlorate of ammonia may become a useful adjuvant to the sulphate of quinia in the treatment of the affections he describes.?Bulletin General de Therapeutique, May 15, 1867.
XI. On the Treatment of Pulmonary Phthisis by the Vapour Bath (vaporarium).?Professor Trousseau, during the latter years of his attendance at the Hotel Dieu, as physician to that hospital, conceived the idea of treating phthisical patients by making them live permanently in a warm and moist atmosphere; and he was led to this idea by observing that in flax-spinning establishments, where a ?tfarm and moist air is required, the number of phthisical patients is relatively limited. An apparatus contrived to carry out this mode of treatment was fitted up in a ward of the Hotel Dieu ; but unfortunately the experiments were not continued for a sufficiently long period to test its efficacy, and the only treatise bearing upon this mode of treatment has emanated from a provincial French physician, Dr. Henrot, of liheims. In the year 1861 Dr. Trousseau was consulted by a manufacturer of Eheims on the illness of his daughter, who was suffering from a pulmonary affection. Dr. Trousseau suggested that if the patient had a steam-engine, and could be placed in a workshop full of a warm and moist air analogous to the atmosphere in the flax-spinning establishments, she would experience great relief. He added that the small number of consumptive patients in the flax-spinning factories had been observed, and that he himself had seen benefit derived from this treatment in the case of a spinner living near Paris. The advice of Dr. Trousseau was carried out at Eheims by the patient's ordinary medical attendant, [Jan., who constructed for her a room, into which steam was made to pass.
The result was so successful that the same means were employed in other cases. The vaporarium is a room filled with steam, in which the patient always remains. To obtain a moist and warm atmosphere two methods are employed. In the one, used in establishments where there is a steam-engine, a pipe conveying the steam is passed into the room, and this pipe is plunged into the bottom of a trough containing water, the trough being so constructed that the steam in traversing it may be mixed with a great quantity of water, and that the evaporation may be considerable. The second plan consists in arranging, in the patient's room, a pipe leading from a gas-reservoir, and terminated by an apparatus like that employed in kitchens where the stoves are heated by gas. Over this pipe a metallic vessel is placed filled with water; and by lighting the gas the water is made to boil, and afterwards to disperse its steam into the room. The latter arrangement is the less convenient, and the more expensive of the two. Several cases are recorded by Dr. Gallier and Dr. Henrot, in which this treatment was successfully adopted for phthisical patients in whom the physical signs of pulmonary disease were well marked. It is stated, as the results of the treatment, that three confirmed cases of phthisis were cured, that two cases of obstinate cough were improved, that one case of croup was rapidly cured, and one of oedema of the glottis, which had resisted all other means employed, was cured in a few hours. In some cases, however, when the treatment was commenced too late, the treatment was unsuccessful. Although the number of cases is still too small to justify any positive conclusion, it may be understood that the steam chamber may act beneficially in many cases, and may be substituted, especially in the winter, for a residence in southern countries and maritime regions.?Bulletin General de Therapeutique, July 30, 1867.
